so                     THE  TWO  CONSTITUTIONS

indeed, foresee that before twenty years had passed
the new Republic would be in danger of being en-
gulfed in the great European struggle, though Wash-
ington foresaw it clearly enough a decade later when
he commended isolationism to his country. But they
could foresee that sooner or later there must come a
clash between the States that abominated slavery and
the States that based their whole economy upon it.
The Convention had quickly realised that it could not
settle this critical issue. The utmost that it felt able
to do was to postpone for twenty years the questi&n
of the slave traffic, a question that would clearly prove
the skirmishing ground prior to an attack on slavery
itself. Here, too, the Convention sought to gain time
whose influence was not allowed merely to direct the
operation of the Constitution but, in this grave matter,
was extended to cover the promise of its continued
existence; and it was with this time factor in mind
that Hamilton drove so strongly ahead with his pro-
gramme for buttressing the new federal institutions
with a strong federal administration, that thirty years
after the Constitution came into force the Federalist
Party which he created was falling to pieces because
it had attained all its objectives.

By then, however, time had done its work and the
Constitution was firmly established, in spite of the
jolt given it when the House of Representatives
rushed the Executive into the war of 1812. The Con-
stitution was working, the prosperity of America was
visibly rising, the great expansion westward had be-
gun, the first new States, Kentucky and Tennessee,